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Truffle science evolves and emerges
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At this juncture in the science of truffles it is indeed fitting to
have a journal solely centered on truffles and their systematics,
taxonomy, biogeography, ecology, biology and physiology.
The truffle habit is unique due to the sequestrate sporocarp, the
production of sporocarps primarily below the ground surface,
and their dependence on animal mycophagy for spore dispersal.
Truffle taxa form an artificial grouping in numerous families
and orders scattered across several fungal phyla, including
Ascomycota, Basidiomycota, and Mucoromycota, based on
sporocarp micro- and macro-morphology and ecology. For the

most part truffles occur where ectomycorrhizal plants occur
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across the world but for some of these regions, including Japan,
truffles are relatively unknown due to being unsearched for.
There are also some truffle taxa known to be saprobic and thus
occurring in habitats with or without ectomycorrhizal plant
hosts. This journal will be the first of its kind to serve as a center
for the publication of science articles on truffle taxa, mainly
focusing on, but not limited to, taxa from Japan, and will help
bring to light the important contribution that truffles and truffle-
like fungi have in ectomycorrhizal or saprobic habitats and how

they fit into the overall phylogeny of macrofungi.
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