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Abstract

The Japanese Association for Truffle Science (JATS) was established to accumulate records and knowledge about

truffles, truffle-like fungi, and secotioid fungi (including sporocarpic fungi in Mucoromycota), and to provide them to

the public. The main goals of JATS are to develop truffle studies in Japan and the surrounding regions and to spread

current, reliable knowledge about truffles. Studies on truffle-like fungi in Japan started in the early 20th century

through the work of Drs. Yosio Kobayasi, Sanshi Imai and a few other mycologists but their contributions to the field

were only sporadic. However, quite a few papers on Japanese truffles and truffle-like fungi have been published

since 2010 based on the specimens collected both by professionals and by amateur mycologists. Despite this recent

progress, many Japanese species of truffles and truffle-like fungi remain undescribed and unknown, mainly because

there are very few mycologists who are devoted to truffle studies. Further collaborations between professional and

amateur mycologists will be essential for the development of future truffle studies in Japan, and | hope that the journal

Truffology becomes an ideal platform for this achievement.
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EFQT7YXTHE BBLUVY OLREMDBRFERBREEESD).

Fig. 1. The number of scientific papers dealing with Japanese truffles
and truffle-like fungi (including sporocarpic fungi in Glomeromycotina

and Endogonales).
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